Emergence of lasers in podiatric surgery.
This article was meant to introduce the reader to the basics of podiatric laser use. In a field as complex as laser surgery, it would be impossible to present an in depth discussion on any particular area. Instead, the intent was to offer a general overview and leave the specifics to the appropriate articles within this issue. It is the author's hope that the reader has attained an appreciation for the integration of the laser into podiatry. Laser surgery is not proffered as a panacea of treatment. Rather, it is an alternative treatment modality that is both beneficial and effective within the scope of its indications and limitations. As a profession, podiatrists need to cooperate to further define and redefine laser usage; as a medical specialty, podiatrists need to participate and enhance communication with other medical specialties to help develop more advanced laser uses. The uses and indications presented here and elsewhere throughout this issue are proven methods of efficacious treatment. It is only the unconvincable cynic who could or would deny the established benefits of podiatric laser surgery.